
Ian Hastie, President Elect, has listed the following priorities for his term of 
office as president

1) Ensure a vibrant executive to reduce burnout, with working committees to reduce the 
workload on individual members of the executive.

2) Ensure an orderly succession for the President from vice president, to be appointed.
3) Increase fundraising via the LVEA to produce a war chest. Donations should be requested 

when annual memberships are renewed.
4) To encourage publication of a book of our lake.
5) For the president to act on consensus.

LAKE VERNON ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name:
Mailing Address:
Number and Street:
City:       Postal Code
Telephone Number (include area lcode):
email address:
Lake Vernon Address: Same as above or:
Number and Street
City: Huntsville     Postal Code:
Telephone Number (include area code) (705)
Cost: $30.00 per family (January 1 - December 31st)
P.O. Box 5160, Huntsville, Ontario P1H 2K6

Excerpt from “A Fisheries Management Review for Fairy, 
Mary, Peninsula and Vernon Lakes 

Fairy, Mary, Peninsula and Vernon are four large, interconnected lakes located near the 
Town of Huntsville (Figure 1). Historically, all four lakes supported naturally occurring, 
self-sustaining populations of lake trout, lake whitefish, cisco (lake herring) and brook 
trout. Today, the lake trout populations in all four lakes are supported by stocking, with 
virtually no natural recruitment occurring. Lake whitefish, cisco and brook trout 
populations are virtually extirpated as well.  Non-native species, such as smallmouth 
bass, rainbow smelt and northern pike, have become major components of the fish 
communities; communities that continue to change as result of species introductions, 
shoreline and watershed development, anglingharvest and water level manipulation. 
These lakes represent a significant resource in the Ministry of Natural 
Resources’ (MNR) Parry Sound District, The Town of Huntsville and the District 
Municipality of Muskoka. Totalling 4200 ha of surface area, they are the 8th (Vernon), 
9th (Mary), 12th (Peninsula) and 14th (Fairy) largest water bodies in the Bracebridge 
administrative area. There is little historical documentation of the characteristics of the 
populations and the fisheries they supported; however, given the size of the lakes and 



their proximity toHuntsville, it is likely that they were historically important to the local 
community.  
Fisheries management has largely consisted of stocking a variety of species in order to 
establish self-sustaining populations and to supplement populations of native species 
for which natural production was viewed to be inadequate. The species stocked have 
changed through time in response to changes to the fish community.  
Stocking of lake trout has occurred for close to 100 years, but the goals of the stocking 
have not been clearly defined. Rehabilitation of a self-sustaining cold water community 
has been an implicit goal that is consistent with MNR corporate policy guidance 
documents. A rehabilitated community could provide improved sustainable benefits. 
However, rehabilitation may not be possible or practical; in which case optimizing or 
diversifying the artificial opportunities being provided may be the most reasonable 
alternative.  The ongoing stocking of the lakes should be justified in terms of its 
ecological role, the angling opportunities realized and health implications of 
contaminants in the species stocked. 
The purpose of this document is to: 
- synthesize existing information on the history and current status of the fish community 
and fishery,  
- examine the effect of different stresses and identify limitations and opportunities for 
management, 
- present a balanced strategy for management.   
The focus of the review is the cold water community, namely lake trout, lake whitefish 
and cisco. 
Location 
The lakes are located in the North Muskoka River watershed in the Bracebridge 
administrative area of 
MNR Parry Sound District. Lake Vernon is the upstream-most lake with two major 
tributaries, the Big East River and Buck River. Lake Vernon discharges eastward to 
Fairy Lake via a navigable river that flows through the Town of Huntsville.  Peninsula 
Lake, east of Fairy Lake, also discharges into Fairy Lake via a dredged channel known 
as The Canal. Peninsula Lake has a relatively small watershed and has no major 
tributaries. Fairy Lake discharges to the North Muskoka River through the MNR 
Huntsville dam, which then flows to Mary Lake.  
The lakes are located within the District Municipality of Muskoka, with almost all of the 
lake area being within the Town of Huntsville. Part of the east end of Peninsula Lake 
falls within the Township of Lake of Bays. The area is easily accessible from major 
metropolitan centres in southern Ontario via Highways 11 and 60 and a dense system 
of regional roads.  
The shoreline of the lakes is entirely in private ownership. Major public access points 
are located on the river between Vernon and Fairy Lake, on the north shore of 
Peninsula Lake and on Mary Lake at PortSydney.  Winter access to Vernon and Fairy 
Lake is poor as the primary access points occur in areas susceptible to poor ice 
conditions due to their proximity to flowing water.  




