save the

dates
FAMILY REGATTA & BBQ:
Sunday July 6, 2014
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Hutcheson Beach
Beach Games / Paddling Demo /
BBQ’d Goodness
Bring a picnic, bring the kids, mom
and dad, the neighbours - let’s make
this Lake Vernon regatta the best yet!
LAKE VERNON
NEAR-CLASSIC GOLF
Deerhurst (Lakeside)
August 9, 2:00 pm
Those wishing to attend should
contact Lakeside directly to book.
Dinner, cart and 9 holes of golf are
$80 + tax per person. If golf is not
your thing, join us for dinner. Choices
of chicken, steak and fish. See the
website for details or contact Alan
Kydd at alan.kydd@cibc.ca

HUNTSVILLE HOSPITAL
AUXILIARY FUNDRAISERS
2014 HUNTSVILLE HOSPITAL
AUXILIARY AUTUMN HOUSE
TOUR AND LUNCHEON,
Saturday, October 18th, cost
$25.00. Tickets - call Diane
789-4525 or Jeanne 789-4955

Judi Brouse delivering the
Watershed report at the AGM.

NEWS
JULY 2014

Big Island Lake Vernon

This story was submitted by Debbie Oxby of Moorefield Ontario. doxby@hsfx.ca
Several years ago I wrote a story for the
Ravenscliffe book about the Anderson family,
early settlers to the District of Muskoka. William
Anderson received the grant for Lots 3 and 4
Concession 8 in Chaffey Township. The family
moved there in 1878 and that is where they lived
for quite a while.
In 1883 William’s son James married Sophia
Wallington whose family had settled in 1870 on
lots 25, 27 and 28 in Concession 5 of Stisted
Township on the west side of Lake Vernon.
James received his own land grants for Lots 33
in Concession 10 and 11 of Stisted and the 1901
census finds them living there. In 1901 James
purchased Lots 1 and 2 in Concession 6 in
Chaffey and the family moved there. Lot 1 is
the Camp Tawingo property now.

1906, James received the contract to cut the
balance of the timber on the Big island, belonging
to the Chemical Co. The announcement in the
newspaper stated that James intended to live on
the island with his family while he did this work
throughout the upcoming season.”
The photograph that I have sent was taken on the
Big Island in 1906. I just recently found it going
through my mother’s house. James Anderson
is on the far left and Sophia is standing on the
porch wearing the darkest dress. There are 8
Anderson children in the photograph as well as a
few unidentified people. The daughter on the left
of the porch was Edith. Her son is still alive and
remembers his mother telling him they canoed
across to the mainland for school while they lived
on the island. Where was the school?

According to an entry, added by Karen
McAuley-Smith to my story, “In the spring of

cont’d on page 3

President’s Report
by Ian G. Hastie MD

Old man winter of 2014 was not to play a
second fiddle to our 2013 spring and served up
6 months of snow and cold before reluctantly
relaxing his grip. A solitary loon, combing the
shore for a nesting site in mid April was attracted
to our Hoodstown loon island but deterred by
surrounding ice flows. The severe frost depth
has played havoc with roads, culverts and decks
in our watershed. Hopefully a warm dry summer
is arriving to Lake Vernon which is sporting
luxuriant forests and vegetation after recent rains.
Your executive had a bumper meeting on
April 26th with 14 in attendance. Transitions in
leadership occurred with two stalwarts of our
association planning other life goals. A deep
thanks for all your contributions.
A successful AGM featured our Mayoralty
candidates and an informed speaker who

competently summarized the Muskoka
Watershed. All relevant details of our committees
as well as social events are included in both the
Newsletter and our website. So in concluding
I wish all members a spectacular summer on
beautiful Lake Vernon.
Ian Hastie

Environmental Committee Report
by Mar McBrien

The District of Muskoka Biomonitoring Technician, Katie Paroschy and students from Tawingo College are identifying invertebrates as part of the Benthic
Monitoring Program for Lake Vernon. See the year end report on the District of Muskoka website or the Muskoka Water Web for program-related data.

Professional Development: Members of the Lake Vernon
Association Environmental Committee continue to learn about
issues and solutions that affect the membership through workshops
and conferences. Most recently, members attended the Muskoka
Summit – Environment vs Economy: Resolving the Dichotomy.
There is a brief summary on the LVA website and Facebook page
or a full summary of the Summit by Andrea Smith posted on the
Muskoka Summit’s blog at
http://muskokasummit.org/blog/environment-vs-economy/
Some presentations have been posted on the Muskoka Summit on
the Environment (MSE) website and videos will be available in the
future. See http://muskokasummit.org/2014-summit/program/
RESTORE THE SHORE: Encouraging and promoting natural
shorelines or restoring hardened shorelines around the lake
remains a priority for the Committee. The Town of Huntsville
shares these goals in their water quality objectives. The Planning
Department for example, requires shoreline restoration, as an
offset to development projects on waterfront properties. The
formula for how much restoration is enough to be effective
is unknown. Standards or specifications are unavailable for
buffer size or type to maintain water quality. The Environmental
Committee in the short term, has produced a shoreline pamphlet
for the site plan coordinator to hand out to Lake Vernon site plan
partners and refer them to us if applicable.
COMMUNICATIONS: Thanks to the Communications committee,
we have a vibrant Website and Facebook page full of articles, pix,
videos, UFFO’s, general information, and workshop summaries.

These sites exist for you and we invite you to read, share, and offer
feedback. These two sites are where you can get LVA information
most expediently. We would love to hear from you.
WATER QUALITY REPORT: The District of Muskoka presented
the Watershed Report Card at the AGM. Data collected by Lake
Vernon Association volunteers contributed to that report and
thus will not be presented twice. The Committee is taking the
opportunity over the next few weeks to think about redesigning the
report and discuss the table of contents. We would like your input.
Please send your comments to us.
WATER QUALITY MONITORING: Water Quality Monitoring
continues for –
Phosphorus & calcium
Invasive species
Water clarity
U of W Lake Assessment Project
Benthic monitoring
SAFE AND QUIET LAKES: The Environmental Committee is
collaborating with an organization called Safe & Quiet Lakes led by
Francis Carmichael & Sandy Currie. Their mandate is consistent
with ours as an Association - to encourage responsible boating and
safer & quieter lakes. They are an active group and we encourage
you to visit their site to see the excellent work they are doing.
http://safequiet.ca/
Throughout the next few years, the committee is keen on leading
a grassroots initiative to develop and expand a paddling culture
cont’d on page 3
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Lake Vernon Environmental Association Report
on Lake Vernon and within “lake neighbourhoods.” We wish to start
a paddling group that will inspire people to join and increase their
participation in this activity. One of the goals for the paddling culture
is to initiate conversations that lead to issues waterfront owners
are concerned about. Stay tuned to the LVA website and
Facebook page.
LOONS: One reason we want safe and quiet lakes is because
we love our Loons. The Environment Committee is working with
Doug Jagger (BSC Canadian Loon Lakes Survey Rep) in locating
successful nesting pairs on Lake Vernon. We are trying to determine
a benefit in providing more artificial platforms to assist in breeding
success. More careful research is needed before we
install anything.
DARK SKY-FRIENDLY LIGHTING: Break-up was really late
this year on Lake Vernon and we got this crazy idea to witness
Huntsville’s Earth Hour from the lake looking east to town.

Big Island Lake Vernon

cont’d from page 1

Participation for Earth Hour was excellent! The contrast before and
after was shocking. The experience was motivating to address the
issue of light pollution/glare.
The LVA Executive has agreed to rally the other Associations and
collectively make contact with corporate head offices of various
businesses (such as Home Depot, Honda, Tim Horton’s and Petro
Canada) about the glare problems as it affects cottage country. This
may mean requesting policy changes with lighting type and duration.
The Executive has agreed to ask for support from the town for a new
bylaw for appropriate night sky lighting. Tracey Logan the Program
Coordinator from the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association
(FOCA) has offered a letter of support for Lake Associations affected
by light intrusion on dark skies in cottage country.
And that is the report from your Environment Committee.

cont’d from page 1

I would like to know if anyone has ever found the remains of this
combination house/barn on the Island. I would like to know where
it was.

In 1908 the James Anderson family moved to Alberta. They didn’t
remain there long returning to St. Catharines and buying a fruit farm
that same fall.

I would also like to know what the “Season” consisted of. How long
would the logging season have lasted and when was it in the year?
There is a family story that James lost a team of horses through the
ice on Lake Vernon once but I have no proof of that. He did have 2
young sons drown there in 1905.

I think this is an interesting historical fact about the Big Island in
Lake Vernon. There must have been a time when it didn’t have
many trees on it, like much of the land around Huntsville. The early
settlers quickly learned they weren’t going to make a living farming
and began logging instead.

Anderson family: Big Island 1906
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Membership - Renew Today!
Lake Vernon Association

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name: ______________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________
City: ________________________________________
Postal Code: _________________________________
Telephone #: _________________________________

www.lake-vernon.ca

Lake Vernon Address:
Same as above _____ or:
Address: ___________________________________
Telephone #: ________________________________

Email: ______________________________________

Cost is $30 per family per calendar year
(January 1 through December 31)
Make Cheques payable to:
Lake Vernon Association
and mail to:
P.O. Box 5160,
Huntsville, ON, P1H 2K6

YES! I would also like to donate to the
Lake Vernon Environmental Association:
Please make a separate cheque payable to:
Lake Vernon Environmental Association
and mail it to the address above. Tax receipts
will be issued for donations of $10 or more.

Visit us at www.lake-vernon.ca to see Watershed reports, event updates and other exciting reasons to join
your Lake Vernon Association. Also check us out on Facebook and join the conversation.

SHARING THE SHORELINE

Whether you’re a full time or part time resident, a cottager or home-owner, a power-boater or kayak enthusiast, one thing we all
have in common is the shoreline we share. It is the filter for our lake and the buffer between your life on land and the health of the
lake we enjoy. Sharing the shoreline means sharing responsibility for that health. Join us in doing your part today.
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Lake Vernon Association

Annual General Meeting 2014
Saturday, 7th June, 2013. Camp Tawingo 9 am.
1. WELCOME
Ian Hastie welcomed 60 attendees as well
as the guest speakers, and he thanked
John Jorgenson and Camp Tawingo for their
never-ending, generous hospitality.

2. GUEST SPEAKERS
John Crockett, Chair of the Huntsville
Hospital Foundation
John spoke to the need for community
funding. He addressed the controversy
among lake associations in support of the
hospital and welcomed the recognition by
the Lake Vernon Association that health is
part of its mandate along with water quality
and the shoreline. A large number of hands
were raised, about ¾ of those present, when
asked who had used the ER. He noted that
the Huntsville Hospital is also the District
Stroke Centre.
Many are unaware that the government
(neither provincial nor federal) does NOT
provide any money for capital expenditures
for hospitals. So the $3mn a year needed by
our hospital has to be raised by fund raising.
The new CT scanner cost $2mn, which
was bought with a loan that the foundation
has pledged to repay. Digital technological
upgrades are costly too and the list goes on.
Many seasonal residents think that they
should fund hospitals where their permanent
residences are, expecting they won’t need to
use ours. But 1/3rd of all visits to the ER are
from seasonal residents and many go on to
need hospitalization here too.
If every resident and every visitor to
Huntsville made a once a year $30
donation that would cover the $3mn a
year needed.
Candidates For Mayor of Huntsville,
election in October 2014.
The three candidates had been posed
7 questions beforehand from the LVA
Executive. These and the candidate’s
answers will be available online at
www.lake-vernon.ca.
Scott Aitchison could not attend the AGM
but Greg Reuvekamp did well providing
Scott’s position on a variety of issues.
Hugh Mackenzie explained why he was

standing for re-election and outlined his
long experience in business and politics.
Tim Withey who, like Scott, is currently a
member of council and on the Sustainability
Committee made a visual presentation of the
issues facing Huntsville and his position on
them. General questions from the floor were
related to snow mobile access (and the loss
of revenue by the Town in not allowing them),
one level of government (i.e. no district
government) and the Deer Lake landfill
seepage into the lake.
Judi Brouse, Director of Watershed
Programs (MWC)
The MWC is the only one around that has
produced so many reports – the latest is
the fourth. Judy provided an engaging and
succinct analysis on the Muskoka District
and especially the Mary Lake Watershed,
relevant because the waters of our lake flow
eventually into Mary Lake. The report is
available as an interactive online report that
allows for zooming into the smaller areas
of the watershed, at
www.muskokawatershed.org.
There is good news and not so good news
for our watershed which overall is rated to
be vulnerable. Judy explained that what
happens on the land determines what
happens to the water. So part of the report
focuses on the extent of natural areas and
interior forest, the extent of roads and the
density of population on the lakeshore
(ideally on average no more that 16 lots per
km of shoreline, or an average minimum
shoreline of 200 feet) and shoreline buffer.
Overall the land score was vulnerable, which
is the mid way range of stressed and not
stressed. Our only good, i.e. not stressed,
land category was shoreline density.
As a result, phosphorous levels in the water
are good, also because of sound septics,
with no overgrowth of algae, (and if there
seems to be more algae it may be because
there are fewer tiny creatures eating them).
But calcium levels are too low, reflecting
acid rain, which is causing damage to maple
trees as can be seen in their dying crowns. A
useful tip to help the trees with calcium levels
is to sprinkle wood ash around maple trees,
to help restore their calcium levels. Low
calcium also explains the loss of crayfish;
while the bonus is that we don’t have zebra
mussels, as there isn’t enough calcium for

shell formation. Overall our water quality
is vulnerable.
Wetlands are critical for the future as global
warming means shorter wetter winters,
so less water from spring melt alongside
hotter summers and potential drought,
with declining water tables causing wells
to dry up. Wetlands help to mitigate these
losses, to help clean the water, enhance late
summer flow and provide preferred habit for
plants and animals. Our wetlands score was
vulnerable overall too.
The fourth category examined was
biodiversity, in which our watershed showed
the only stressed rating, for invasive species
and in particular spiny water fleas. These
are a problem for creatures low in the food
chain where the number of zooplankton
has decreased to a tenth of their original
numbers, creatures that eat algae as well
as fish higher in the food chain. Asked what
can be done to reduce these invasive specie
Judy said boats should all be dried 6 – 8
hours before being launched in a new body
of water, that we should know where live bait
comes from and bilges should be emptied
before launch.
Emerald Ash Borers are also a concern but
Ash are considered urban trees, as they
constitute only 3% of our forests. However
there are threats to hemlocks and beech from
disease, a more serious issue for us.
Overall our watershed is rated vulnerable and
more people means more stress.
Tracey Rast presented Judi with a donation
from the LVA for the Watershed Council to
help them and their primarily volunteer staff.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF
2013 AGM ON JUNE 8TH.
These minutes are posted on the LVA
website. Approval moved by Ken Sharer,
seconded by Alan Kydd.

4. PRESIDENT’S REPORT
At the Executive meeting on April 26thth the
following activities were confirmed:
a. Regatta, Barbecue and Canoe/padding
event on Sunday, July 6th, from 10am, at
Hutcheson Beach.

cont’d on page 6

5

Annual General Meeting 2014
The day has had to be changed from a
Saturday because Hutcheson Beach had
been booked privately for the Saturday and
this was the only weekend available for
Elaine Rea and her extended family, stalwart
organizers of the regatta for almost 25 years.
A new paddling component with kayaks and
standing paddleboards are added.
b. Near Classic Golf Tournament,
Saturday, August 9th, at 2 pm at Lakeside,
Deerhurst.
Those wishing to attend should contact
Lakeside directly to book. Dinner, cart and 9
holes of golf are $80 + tax per person. It is
possible to book dinner only too. Choices of
chicken, steak and fish.
c. Environmental events
i) Collective action by the lake associations
is in progress for support of the Huntsville
Hospital.
ii) The Dark Skies initiative by the Town is
vague and lacking enforcement. See Mar’s
environment report below.
iii) Penn Lake/Fairy Lake Deerhurst Village
is a $250mn development similar to
Collingwood village that will have a huge
impact on the numbers of people in the
area but which has been approved by the
Town subject to upholding by-laws and the
Unity plan. 		
iv) Shore road allowance is a new concern
for property owners who do not own the
shore road allowance originally drawn across
the front of their shorelines. Chris Marshall,
Director of Planning and Sustainability, 705789-1751 ext. 2353, is asking for questions
to be submitted for discussion at an open
house at 7 pm on June 25th at the Active
Living Centre.
v) Hutcheson Beach Initiative – the Town
did a really good job last year in restoring
the beach. The way is now clear for LVA
volunteers to plant and otherwise make
improvements subject to Town approval.
vi) Peacock Bay – unpredictable services
are to be expected again as regards gas
availability.
vii) Five channel marker buoys were
purchased by the Town originally, of which
4 are back in position with one still on land.
Each year the ice or something else removes
them or their floating marker fenders or
anchors. Craig Simpson will re-anchor the
last one this week.

cont’d from page 5

5. EXECUTIVE REPORTS
a. Membership -Rob Laver
There were 132 member families at the end
of last year and there are now 152 of which 4
are new members.
This was the last membership report from
Rob as after many years of dedication as
membership director, and many thanks from
Ian and applause from assembled members,
the role has passed to Chas Clark, who
has recently bought a home on Bayshore
Boulevard.
b. Communications – Gary Lintern
Gary introduced Shawn Gibson, whose
cottage is on Big Island, as the person
who will soon be handling all the online
communications work for the Assn.
c. Treasurer – Bill Marshall
The current balance is $12, 778 of which
subscriptions this year were $5110 and
disbursements $4,011. $104 was donated
to the hospital from the Golf tournament.
Current average annual expenditures are
met by annual revenue maintaining a healthy
treasury, and provision for contingencies.
d. Environmental Committee (EC) report
by Mar McBrien
The environmental committee, with its
growing and enthusiastic members has been
making great progress:
i) They attended several workshops including
on nutrient loading, flooding, working
around water (erosion control, permits,
latest septic technology), Muskoka Summit
and the dichotomy between economy and
the environment. Networking was vastly
enhanced as a result.

iv) Safe and Quiet Lakes – Peter Gottlieb on
the EC collaborates with this organization
which is keen on leading a grassroots
initiative to develop and expand a paddling
culture and paddling group on Lake Vernon
and within “lake neighbourhoods”.
v) Loons are a reason to have safe and quite
lakes. The EC is researching the utility of
nesting platforms for breeding success.
vi) Night sky lighting has become an issue
with the realization that while we once were
able to see the Northern lights and star filled
night skies… no longer. The issue arose from
complaints about the lights from Home Depot
and Honda and it will get worse when Petro
Canada and Tim Hortons are open. There
are by-laws but they are vague, insufficient
and unenforced. And they do not address
lighting that spills from fixtures on hills high
above lake levels and which can be seen
for great distances, nor address the level of
brightness, and for residences lighting is not
reviewed as part of a building permit, but only
following complaints.
Offending businesses have been approached
but decisions for Honda and Home Depot
can only be made at the Head office level in
the USA. The LVA is therefore coordinating
action with other lake associations, with
FOCA’s blessing, to contact head offices
as well as to support a new by-law. The EC
is looking at other towns’ experiences also
with a view to reaching dark sky designation,
a progress indicator in the Huntsville Unity
Plan.

6. LAKE VERNON
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION
(LVEA)

ii) The formulae for shoreline restoration
need to be more specific including how much
buffer is required, what and how much to
plant etc. Mar’s committee has produced a
pamphlet for site plan coordinators to hand
them out to Lake Vernon Site Plan partners
to refer them to the LVA EC if applicable.
Hopefully this will lead to more shoreline
awards.

Sondra Van Dolder, Chair of this charitable,
non-profit organization, reported the balance
at the end of May was $2,604 of which $395
was for charitable donations. The LVEA
exists to assist the LVA in its mission. It
currently has a modest board of four and is
seeking further volunteers.

iii) Water Quality report by the EC – please
go online and provide input on what the
report should look like in future. A big thanks
to volunteers who monitor water quality
including for submission to the watershed
report card. This monitoring includes
phosphorous and calcium, invasive species,
water clarity, U of W Lake Assessment
Report and Benthic monitoring.

8. TERMINATION 11:45 AM.

7. OTHER BUSINESS- NONE
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