
LVA President’s 
rePort
A late spring greeting to all our members. It has 
been a long winter with the ice finally melting in 
the second to third week of April depending on 
the variable currents in our bays and extended 
watershed. However the buds are now open 
with a blush of green across the hills on Vernon, 
and an extreme fire rating this week unusual for 
spring. I expect lush foliage this summer with the 
heavier snow melt and no frost kill of earlier buds 
which we experienced last year. Every cloud has 
a silver lining!

Your Executive was off the mark earlier this year 
with our first meeting on April 30th. This earlier 
meeting was linked to our plan of an AGM at the 
beginning rather than the end of Summer. Please 
note our AGM on Saturday June 18th at 9am at 
Tawingo. Our Annual Regatta and Barbecue will 
be on the August long weekend (Saturday July 
30th) at Hutcheson Beach and a golf tournament 
in mid August.

Your Association has a number of goals this 
year; monitoring and awarding those engaging in 
our shoreline challenge, assessing interest in fish 
stocking, tabling a draft constitutional revision 
at the AGM, and working on strategies re boat 
speeds. The oil companies are lending their 
support on the latter with higher gas prices.

Finally your association has decided to 
acknowledge both the 50th anniversary of Camp 
Tawingo and their constant support of both our 
mission and annual meetings with a donation 
and plaque.

It promises to be another idyllic summer on our 
beautiful lake. On behalf of the Executive I hope 
you and your family are able to enjoy it to the 
fullest.

With best regards, 
ian G. Hastie Md.

eLeCtions tHis YeAr
2011 is an Election year for the LVA Executive 
and will be held at the Annual General Meeting 
on June 18th. The positions of President, Vice-
President and Treasurer are elected positions. 
Chair people for the various committees 
and Members at Large are appointed by the 
elected members based on interest and special 
expertise.

The Executive needs new blood and energy. 
Many of the present Executive have served the 
LVA for more than 5 years with some over 12 
years and a few are ready to retire. The  demand 

on time is not great as the Executive meets in the 
spring and fall (2 1/2 hours each). Any additional 
time is for communication by phone or email and 
planning at your own schedule (generally less 
than a 10 hour commitment per year).

If you have an interest or would like more 
information on the committees (Membership, 
Environmental, Newsletter, Communications, 
Lake Development, Navigation Markers or 
Members at Large), please call - Carl Heck  
at (519) 888-0665 or email at  
j.c.heck@sympatico.ca.

neW is  
this Year’s Focus 
This is a new look for your Lake 
Vernon Association Newsletter. 
It sports the new logo we did a 
few years ago and shares a lot of 
personality with the web site we 
launched last year. At long last, 
the communications make-over  
is complete. 

This newsletter will be posted as a 
pdf online. With a little more work 
at our end, you’ll be able to opt 
out of paper copies and receive 
an interactive e-zine - maybe 
even an embedded video of our 
fearless leader Ian on his dock. 
We’ll call it Doc on the Dock. 

But for now, here’s your paper 
newsletter. Thanks to Martha 
Cepuch (of Big Island fame) for 
pulling together the content. 

What else is neW 
this summer? 
• AGM NEW DATE JUNE 18

• REGATTA  NEW DATE JULY 30 
 RAIN DATE JULY 31

• NEAR CLASSIC GOLF TOURNEY AUG 13 
   (NEW winners needed!)

NEWS
JUNE 2011

see shore

SHARING THE SHORELINE
Whether you’re a full time or part time resident, a cottager or home-owner, a power-boater or kayak 
enthusiast, one thing we all have in common is the shoreline we share. It is the filter for our lake 
and the buffer between your life on land and the health of the lake we enjoy. Sharing the shoreline 
means sharing responsibility for that health. Join us in doing your part today. 
See you at the AGM. 

In keeping with the theme of 
NEW, we need new blood on the 
executive and committees. We’ll 
keep the workload lean and the 
rewards high, but it is time for a 
new crew. Are you ready? Raise 
your hand at this year’s AGM: 
June 18, Tawingo, 9:00 a.m.
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dAte:  
saturday July 30th   

(rain date, sunday July 31st)

PLACe:  
Hutcheson Beach

tiMe:  
11:00 am - 4:00PM

Cost:  
Free for members, $5 for non members

BrinG:  
Life Jackets and photos from past 

LVA regattas to display

reFresHMents:  
Barbecue: burgers, sausages, hot dogs  

and drinks for sale

eVents:  
non-competitive swimming,  

canoeing and beach activities 
(Youngest children’s events take place at  

the start of the regatta)

needed: 
Volunteers before and on the day to deliver 

and post signs/flyers, collect tables and 
chairs, collect participant waivers

WeLCoMe:  
donations of raffle prizes for teenagers or adults

ContACt:  
elaine rea, 705 789-7723

enVironMentAL  
CoMMittee 
UPdAte
by tracey rast

With our AGM early in the season this year, I am keen to use 
this opportunity to get as many people as possible engaged 
in activities throughout the summer! Below, I will mention a 
few ways in which you can become involved, meet some 
new people, and learn more about your lake.

As featured at the 2010 AGM, a major area of focus for 
us is the re-naturalization of the Lake Vernon shoreline 
through our restore the shore challenge. Mar McBrien, 
our challenge champion, is definitely ‘walking the talk’; under 
the direction of Robert Allen of Northway Gardens, and 
with the assistance of some Tawingo College students, she 
began to rehabilitate the creek that runs through the school 
property and into Lake Vernon. Their efforts were highlighted 
in the May 2011 Muskoka Magazine - your efforts could be 
recognized by the LVA this year! Check out 

http://www.lake-vernon.ca/restore-the-shore.html  
for more info.

Another large project for the year is to revise Lake Vernon’s 
Land Use Survey, lead by Wilbert Zavitz. Members of the 
committee, along with interested residents, will update the 
detailed maps that illustrate the vegetation and structures 
on the shoreline and riparian areas of our lakeshore. Once 
complete, the map will become part of the history of Lake 
Vernon, and will be used by the District of Muskoka for 
planning and analysis purposes.

Ongoing water quality monitoring provides many 
opportunities for everyone to get involved: benthic 
monitoring, invasive species sampling, phosphorous testing, 
secchi disk measuring, water level monitoring, ice watch, frog 
watch – there is so much more that we can do understand 
our lake and to safeguard it for future generations! For 
those of you who are interested in learning more about our 
local environment, I would recommend that you check out a 
lecture series hosted by the Muskoka Watershed Council at 
http://www.muskokaheritage.org/lectures.asp.

While we have a lot on our plate for the year, we are always 
eager to get your ideas for future endeavours! Hot topics 
that have been suggested for focus are the fish habitat /
inventories and possible pollutants from nearby businesses. 
If you would like to contribute to these or have other 
concerns, feel free to contact me at mail to:  
traceyrast@vianet.ca or catch me at the upcoming AGM.

the 20th Annual  
Lake Vernon regatta  

& Barbecue, 2011
Make a day of it... something for everybody.

All ages welcome!

http://www.lake-vernon.ca/restore-the-shore.html
http://www.muskokaheritage.org/lectures.asp


Zoning By-Laws
To most homeowners, the last thing on our minds as we go through 
our daily routines is the town zoning by-laws. It’s only until we want 
to do some “improvement” to our property, or similarly a close 
neighbor, that we are now forced to become familiar with the tangle 
of this 1 inch thick printed maze.

The overall intent of these by-laws is to keep some semblance of 
order, fairness, and consistency to protect our individual privacy, 
property values and the environment, to name a few. These by-
laws are borne primarily out of the “Official Plans” for each town or 
jurisdiction. These by-laws are a living document, and are usually 
tweaked every year, as obsolete situations are replaced to cover 
newer ones.

Just in case you’re curious, these zoning by-laws can be found in the 
(Huntsville) town website at this link 

http://www.town.huntsville.on.ca/en/doingBusiness/
ZoningBylaw.asp 

I won’t try to go into the details of the by-laws themselves, but rather 
what the role of the Huntsville Lake of Bays Lakes Council (HLoBLC) 
is regarding them. When a new lot is developed, or changes are 
desired for an existing structure, you must submit plans to the 
planning department at town hall. The staff will determine if the plan 
meets the zoning requirements of the lot in question. There are 
many potential zones possible, but to keep it simple, the location of 
the lot will dictate the (predetermined) zone requirements to be met. 
If all the requirements for the particular zone are met, then a building 
permit is issued, and no further contacts with neighbors etc. are 
required. 

If, however, the plans do not meet the requirements, then two basic 
alternatives are possible. First, if there are minor deficiencies to the 
zoning specs, then a request for a “minor variance” can be made. 
If the scope of the plans is substantially out of character for the 
existing zoning, then a request for rezoning the lot in question to a 
more appropriate zoning can be made. In either of the two situations 
above, now the cases go public, and open planning meetings are 
held. Meetings are held monthly at town hall, and generally are fairly 
informal. Individuals can represent themselves, or have professional 
planners represent them. Prior to these meetings, notification is 
sent to neighbors in close proximity to the lot in question, as well as 

concerned groups and agencies (public works, hydro, etc.). If the lot 
in question is on a watercourse or lake, then notification is also given 
to the HLoBLC, and the Lake Association in question (if there is a 
contact for the lake on file). Again, the town website has agendas 
and minutes posted for these committee meetings: 

http://www.town.huntsville.on.ca/en/townHall/
councilcommitteeagendasandminutes.asp 

The Committee of Adjustment, and Planning and Design Committee 
are the two of interest. It is up to the recipients of the notification to 
review the requested changes or easements, and reply appropriately 
to the planning department prior to the meeting. If there are no 
objections, then a simple “no objection” reply can be sent. If there 
are objections, then these can be detailed and sent, or in the case 
of strong objections, the planning meeting can be attended and 
objections can be stated in person, when prompted. If clarification is 
needed before the meeting, the planning department staff is more 
than willing to help with this. The more researched an objection is, 
the more likely it will have an impact on the decision of the planning 
committee. There are no guarantees, however, that an objection 
will succeed….there are many factors in play, but generally there is 
strength in numbers to opposing zoning issues.

The Land Use Committee representative of the HLoBLC will review 
pertinent applications for zoning changes/variances, and, whenever 
possible, consult with the representative of the individual lake 
association involved. In most cases, we try to keep a united front, 
and support the lake association’s view to each application. Where 
there is no specific lake representation, we decide on the position 
which best serves the interests of the general lake community, 
with particular emphasis on the preservation and protection of 
the environment, while keeping the intent of the original zoning 
requirements in mind. We consider the most favorable position for 
not only the lakes, but the watershed areas feeding the lakes. 

The above is meant to give a general overview of the process 
involved around land use zoning by-laws, and hopefully has not 
been over simplified, as they can become complicated in their 
application. We welcome any inquiries from residents on lakes, 
rivers, or other watershed properties who may have questions or 
concerns regarding zoning or variances.

Membership
Despite the weak economy and the 
number of properties for sale on the lake, 
membership continues to be strong. In 2010, 
we ended the year with 149 members. So 
far this year we are at 133 members and 
counting!

Thanks to all who have renewed your 2011 
membership. For those of you who have not 
renewed, it’s not too late. Memberships run 

with the calendar year; January to December. 
Please see the membership sign-up form in 
this newsletter for details.

If you have a neighbour who is new to the 
lake, please do not hesitate to ‘talk-up’ the 
Lake Association with them. Membership 
brochures are available at Peacock Bay 
Marina or on the LVA website at 

http://www.lake-vernon.ca/join-us.html

Many thanks to those of you who have gone 
door-to-door and dock-to-dock in support 
of the LVA membership, your efforts have 
helped the LVA continue to grow.

by Ken sharer
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The Lake Vernon Environmental Association 
(LVEA) was formed as a corporation and not-
for-profit charity in 2002. To say it is important 
is an understatement. The LVEA is how your 
Lake Association funds major projects and 
gives charitable receipts - it’s how we get  
the job of stewardship and lake protection 
paid for.

To function, the LVEA requires a Board that 
includes a President and at least two other 
Directors. The current Board has stood for at 
least five years - now it’s time for new hands 
at the wheel.

Give us two hours a 
month – give your lake 
the capacity to stay on 
plan and protected.

Three of the four LVEA Board members will 
be stepping down in December 2011. We’ve 
contributed more than our share of time 
and we’d appreciate new volunteers to step 
forward. The current President is Rob Laver. 
Gary Lintern is the Secretary Treasurer. 
Linda McBirnie and John Jorgenson are 
Directors. We need to replace three of the 
four positions. You can live in town or away, 
younger members are welcome, and meeting 
times and places are very flexible.

The workload may be light but the outcomes 
are profound. If major projects like the 
Water Quality Survey come up, you get the 
help and fund-raising expertise you require 
from the LVA Board and lots of interested 
neighbours on Lake Vernon. It has never 
been a problem getting funds raised for major 
projects.

To stay legally viable, the LVEA simply needs 
a Board who connect regularly, keep minutes 
and manage the books as a Corporation. If 
a major project arises, your role is to build 

the team and fund-raising plans. The current 
Board will be close by to assist.

YOUR ROLE STARTS HERE
We’re looking for interested Board Members. 
We need to keep the LVEA alive and kicking 
- for that moment when the next need arises 
and charitable status is required. To fund 
studies, to challenge development if required, 
to keep our Lake one of the best secrets in 
the Muskokas - this is where you can make a 
difference.

Join us today! Contact
Rob Laver or Gary Lintern by emailing: 
lva@lake-vernon.ca

North Granite Ridge awaits LVA members and guests;
Last year’s Golf Day was a) well attended, and b) enjoyed by 
everyone. north Granite ridge Golf Club, east off Highway 11 
at Port Sydney is a scenic golf course with plenty of challenge for 
golfers of any ability level. So we’re returning for this year’s LVA near 
Classic on saturday August 13th.

Enjoy old Lake Vernon friends, or meet new ones for a day of relaxed 
fun. Arranged is an afternoon block of 12 tee-times. A (likely) outdoor 
dinner will consist of a BBQ’d steak, corn-on-the-cob, salads, rolls, 
and dessert. Golf carts are included as well (provided you are an 
eligible driver).

Register early, as we can only guarantee to accommodate the first 48 
paid entries. If you don’t care to golf you are certainly welcome to join 
us (us) for dinner around 6 pm.

Foursomes will play in a “9-Hole Scramble Format” for the exquisite 
“Champions Plaque” and keeper awards. As well, the ever-popular 
“Charity Putt-Off” will be held to determine who is the Champion 
Putter of the Year!

For more information,  
see the registration form, or contact Terry Smith (me) at;

 905-682-0254  /  705-789-3712   /   905-323-5153

 tser7572@hotmail.com

 email to: 7572@nrps.on.ca

 Prize Donations gratefully accepted. 
 
 www.northgraniteridge.com

Hope to see you there!

the Lake Plan / the Water Quality survey

A Lot oF Good on LAKe Vernon stArts Here.

mailto:lva%40lake-vernon.ca?subject=
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LAKe Vernon AssoCiAtion 

2011 ‘neAr CLAssiC’  
GoLF dAY

saturday, August 13

reGistrAtion ForM

LoCAtion  
‘north Granite ridge’ GoLF CLUB, Port sydney

tee –times Commencing  
@ 1:20 p.m. have been booked.

FeeL Free to enter BY 4-soMe, 3-soMe, 2-soMe or indiVidUAL,  
We WiLL AtteMPt to ACCoMModAte

**First 48 PAid entries GUArAnteed entrY**
   GoLFer WitH dinner  $ 60

   FULL dinner onLY    $ 20

Price Includes Applicable Taxes and Power Cart Fee  

Your Contact Information is essential should cancellation be necessary.

Please Complete:

 Name ______________________________________________________________

 Phone # Home _______________________________________________________

 Phone # on Friday/Saturday August 12/13 __________________________________

**MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO LAKe Vernon AssoCiAtion **

DON’T FORGET TO SAVE YOUR LOONIES FOR THE PUTT-OFF. A LOCAL CHARITY WILL BE 
SELECTED TO RECEIVE PROCEEDS FROM OUR ANNUAL QUEST TO DETERMINE WHO HAS 
THE FINEST TOUCH ON THE GREENS.



Name: ______________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________
City: ________________________________________
Postal Code: _________________________________
Telephone #: _________________________________
Email: ______________________________________

Lake Vernon Address: 
Same as  above _____ or:

Address: ___________________________________
Telephone #: ________________________________

Cost is $30 per family per calendar year  
(January 1 through December 31)
Make Cheques payable to:  
Lake Vernon Association 
and mail to:
  P.O. Box 5160, 
 Huntsville, ON, P1H 2K6

Yes! i would also like to donate to the  
Lake Vernon environmental Association:

Please make a separate cheque payable to:
Lake Vernon environmental  Association 
and mail it to the address above. Tax receipts 
will be issued for donations of $10 or more.

(1) Does anyone from your Lake Vernon property fish:
 Yes    ___  No   ___

if yes, how many times (roughly) does any one person 
in your household go fishing (count one person fishing 
morning and again in the afternoon as two times): 
 1 - 5 times    ___
 6 - 10 times  ___
 11 - 20 times  ___
 More than 20 times ___

What species do you catch?

________________________________________________
________________________________________________

If you don’t fish, why not:
 Not interested  ___
 Not enough fish  ___
 Other (specify please) ___

Would you like to have Lake Vernon fish stocks increased?
 Yes    ___  No    ___

if yes, which species?
 ________________________________________

Would you support the LVA making a financial contribution 
to fish stocking?
 Yes    ___  No    ___

What kinds of fish are you catching today?
 Bass
 Pike
 Pickerel
 Trout
 Other _________________

Comments (anything else to add that we should know?)

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Lake Vernon Association 
MeMBersHiP ForM

www.lake-vernon.ca

Lake Vernon Association 
LAKe Vernon FisH stoCKinG sUrVeY 

http://www.lake-vernon.ca

