NEWS
JuLY 2013

save the

dates
REGATTA: July 20
(Rain date: July 21)
Hutcheson Beach
11:00 a.m. start.
Volunteers needed!!
(Call Elaine at 705-789-7723)
NEAR-CLASSIC GOLF
August 10, 2:00 pm
North Granite Ridge
$60 for 9 holes, cart, dinner.
Dinner only; $20
Contact Alan Kydd to enter:
705-789-0338 or
alan.kydd@cibc.ca
CAR RALLY
October 5
Details to follow.

*Gas Hours

until September 8th
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2–6
10 – 4
10 – 2

NOTE: This is what we’ve been
told. Whether the pump is actually
open when you get there is not the
Lake Association’s responsibility.
Always have enough gas to get
back home.

Natural shorelines look better, protect the lake we all share and win awards (when
you’re on Lake Vernon). this beautiful shoreline belongs to Peter and Lindsey Gottlieb,
who have been allowing it to naturally regenerate for the past seven years. See the
Environmental Report inside.

President’s Report - Summer 2013
by Ian G. Hastie MD

The winter/spring of 2013 will be remembered
by all LVA members for some time to come.
Alternating snow and melt produced a heavy wet
snowpack and after three days of torrential rain we
endured the worst floods of the last century.

Pestilence followed floods and fire with some
nasty but expected black flies. We all managed
but were left looking over our shoulders for
microbursts / tornados. Nature may not have
finished exercising!!

No watershed member was unaffected, bringing
another meaning to our “Shoreline Challenge”.
Most coped with debris and docks lost, however
some suffered severe home flooding. Huntsville
declared a State of Emergency and will receive
Provincial assistance. We sincerely hope all
members are now getting their properties back
in order.

Your executive met on May 4th and set our
annual agenda. The scope of our activities for the
coming summer/fall season is fully outlined in the
newsletter, including minutes of our stimulating
AGM 2013, our 23rd season, attended by
53 members.

Fire followed floods with Mount Ararat igniting (a
downed hydro line), requiring more than 2 hours
of water bombing by four aircraft. A further 24
hours of diligent fire pump service was required
to extinguish the 7 acre blaze. Kudos to our local
volunteer fire departments and the skilful pilots
who were literally skimming our treetops. Close
proximity Hoodstown cottages were spared due to
these great efforts on the mountain side.

Please log into our website for current plans and
activities. I invite your comments or inquiries by
phone, email or our new Facebook page.
I want to thank all executive members for their
selfless attention to your association. They make
the task of the president an easy one and keep
the association viable for us all. Have a wonderful
summer. With best regards. Ian G. Hastie MD

Environmental Committee Year End Update –
June 2013
by Tracey Rast

As you know, there is a fair amount of data on the state of Lake
Vernon’s water quality, but what exactly does it all mean? This year,
under the initiative of George Crawford, a new LVA member and
international water quality/treatment expert, we plan to take our
ongoing water quality monitoring to a new level! George provided us
with a draft of our own Lake Vernon water quality report at the Annual
General Meeting for discussion and commentary and it will soon be
available for you to view on our website. We would encourage you to
take a look at this draft report and provide questions or suggestions to
George so that we can improve this in the coming year. By the way, in
a nutshell, our lake is pretty healthy.

George Crawford and Marie-Hélène Bergeron are bringing their
shoreline back to health.

Our second year of the “Restore the Shore” initiative resulted in two
member families being recognized for their efforts in creating naturally
healthy shorelines. Peter and Lindsey Gottlieb have been allowing
their shoreline to naturally regenerate for the past seven years, and

are committed to allowing it to flourish, as nature intended. George
Crawford and Marie-Hélène Bergeron are working on a multi-year
plan to restore the shoreline of their lake front property. Both were
awarded plaques in appreciation for their work. If you are interested
in participating in our ongoing initiative to restore shorelines, please
contact Mar McBrien (mar.muskoka@hotmail.com) for details.
For the second year, we will be participating in a joint research
initiative, including Fairy, Peninsula and Vernon lakes, and coordinated
by the local environmental campus of the University of Waterloo.
During the course of July, various sites on Lake Vernon will be
sampled on two occasions to measure several elements (i.e.,
conductivity, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, nitrate, nitrite, ammonia,
orthophosphate, secchi depth, temperature). We hope to share the
report with you in its entirety this year – keep posted for more details
in the year-end edition of this newsletter.
Lesley Hastie did more than enjoy our annual regatta at Hutcheson
Beach; she saw a desperate need for refurbishment. She definitely
got the ball rolling, and we now are excited to be partnering with the
Town of Huntsville to refurbish Hutcheson Beach! The Town is in the
process of regarding the property, removing derelict structures, and
installing a small pavilion and play area. When their work is complete,
we will be working to re-green the area with plants and shrubs, provide
some much-needed seating, and install some educational signage on
the property. We are offering LVA members, as well as the public, the
opportunity to sponsor seating at the beach, and would love to have
you work with us on the plantings. Simply contact me to let me know
how you would like to help or be involved, and I will keep you posted
as we move forward.
We are always on the look out for new ideas and enthusiasm on our
Environmental Committee, so please contact me if you are keen to
take an active role in making our lake great! You can reach me at
traceyrast@vianet.ca.

Save A Tree - Love Us Online!
The hard-working Lost and Found section of your Lake Vernon Association web site
was a great example of how effective online communications can be. We had over
1,500 visits and our members used the site to make tracking down docks and boats
a little easier. Hopefully that’s all behind us now. But as we go forward, we’re going
to get more active online and boost our Facebook presence as well.
• Lake Vernon on Facebook will become our community page for sharing photos,
ideas and even setting up social events.
A new version of this page will be up and running before the end of July.
• www.lake-vernon.ca will remain our main site for posting newsletters and other
informational documents like the water quality report.

LOST & FOUND
- FINAL DAYS

We’re clearing out the old to
make room for the new. take
a last look if you’re missing
docks, boats and other items
that got caught in the ﬂood.

• We’ll encourage you to request your newsletters by email if that suits your reading
habits. (If not, we’re perfectly willing to print and mail as always).
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Lake Vernon Environmental Association Report
by Sondra Van Dolder

LVEA’s purpose: In 2002, the Lake Vernon Environmental
Association (LVEA) was formed as a corporation and not-for-profit
charity. The LVEA is how your Lake Association funds major projects
and gives charitable receipts - it’s how we get the job of lake
stewardship and protection paid for.
We gratefully acknowledge those who have donated:
Steve & Val Carroll
John Ferguson & Kellie Murphy
Michael & Diane Kauk
James & Barbara Lomax
Michael & Donna McNerney
Ken Slater & Jean Stone
Robert & Carol Waldock
Additional donations toward the Hutcheson Beach Renewal Initiative
are being received at this time.
At the LVA’s 2013 AGM, the resignation letter of Margaret Mah,
Secretary/Treasurer of the LVEA, was reluctantly read. This is a big
loss to the LVEA as Margaret faithfully served and was often seen
going above and beyond her basic duties and responsibilities. She
was very good at what she did and her cheery disposition will be
sorely missed on the Board of Directors. On a happy note, she and
her husband remain on the lake still and we will all enjoy their good
company for years to come. Thank you Margaret for everything you
willingly gave to the LVA/LVEA during your time of service.

New Directors Needed!
Following Margaret’s announcement, comes a very great need
indeed. In order for the LVEA to maintain our not-for-profit charity
status, we must always have a minimum of four Directors. As
Margaret was good enough to take on both roles of Secretary &
Treasurer, we were operating with bare bones, four Directors only.
Ideally these roles should be taken on by separate persons. It is
imperative that we have a couple of volunteers coming forward
immediately to answer this resignation announcement so that we do
not jeopardize our corporation and charity status. It would be most
ideal for a local Huntsville person to take on the role of Treasurer,
while anyone from any location can manage the Secretary
responsibility electronically. If you would like more information on
what commitment is involved with this position, please contact
Sondra directly (sondra.v@me.com).
LVEA Treasurer’s update: FYI: One charitable receipt is issued for
total donations given throughout the fiscal year. LVEA’s fiscal year
end is December 31st. Financial statements are all completed for
the year 2012.
For the fiscal year ending December 31, 2012:
• Received a total of $685.00 in donations
• Total disbursements (bank charges) of $130.36
• Year end balance was $1,898.92
Charity Returns are due each year by June 30th. At the time of this
newsletter, forms are completed and ready to be mailed.

Seasonal Lifestyles - Full Time Hospital
Many of us who own property on Lake Vernon
have experienced at least one moment at our
local hospital: Huntsville District Memorial.
Based on what research tells us, these
moments usually include advanced medicine
provided by people who go above and beyond
to provide the very best care.
We’re fortunate. So much so, many of us
envision a future where we spend more and
more time in Muskoka. And part of that decision
process is the availability of quality, local
healthcare. Huntsville is home to an amazing
emergency facility, the District Stroke Centre,
brilliant physicians, and it is the hub of a
complete system of healthcare in the area.
We’re well looked after. But if you followed any
of the local news through the winter, you know
this hospital, like all smaller centres in Ontario,
is under extreme cost pressures. We have
skilled management staff doing what they can
to both protect what exists and lead the way in

creating sustainable models for the future.
But they need our help.
Sustainable healthcare requires community
fund-raising for capital equipment, technology
and facilities, much of which is not covered by
our taxes. Examples include a new CT Scan
Unit and diagnostics technology. There will be
more needs every year and there is no time
to waste.
There are two things we have to change when
it comes to philanthropy and your hospital here
in Huntsville:
(1) While you may be here seasonally, this
hospital is here whenever you need it. And
it needs your donations, big or small. Every
contribution is meaningful.
(2) While important to fund-raising in general,
it takes more than social events to support
sustainable healthcare here. It takes an

annual commitment from everyone.
If we can do that, we’ve taken a unique
step forward.
The Huntsville Hospital Foundation is creating
a program now called Healthcare for Life. If you
value the care you can receive in Huntsville,
you’ll want to learn more and provide support.
If you believe local healthcare is important to
your peace of mind here, you’ll want to get
involved. If you’ve had just one moment where
this hospital served you well, you’ll want to give
a little back.
For all those moments to come.
Visit www.hhfoundation.ca for giving
information and to keep track of what we’re
doing for you. Leave us your email and we’ll
keep you updated (without overwhelming
your inbox). And stay tuned in July when
your Huntsville Hospital Foundation launches
Healthcare for Life. Here.

3

Membership
Last year, we ended with 155 members. We remain at 155 members so
for this year. In addition, we have 9 new members.
With the summer still ahead of us, I’m optimistic that we will meet or
exceed last year’s numbers.
Thanks to all who have renewed your 2013 membership. For those of
you who have not renewed, it’s not too late. Memberships run with the
calendar year; January to December. Please see the membership
sign-up form in this newsletter for details.

If you have a neighbour who is new to the lake, please do not hesitate
to ‘talk-up’ the Lake Association with them. Membership brochures are
available at Peacock Bay Marina or on the LVA website at
www.lake-vernon.ca/join-us.html
Many thanks to those of you who have gone door-to-door and dock-todock in support of the LVA membership, your efforts have helped the
LVA continue to grow.

Lake Vernon Association

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name: ______________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________
City: ________________________________________
Postal Code: _________________________________
Telephone #: _________________________________

www.lake-vernon.ca

Lake Vernon Address:
Same as above _____ or:
Address: ___________________________________
Telephone #: ________________________________

Email: ______________________________________

Cost is $30 per family per calendar year
(January 1 through December 31)
Make Cheques payable to:
Lake Vernon Association
and mail to:
P.O. Box 5160,
Huntsville, ON, P1H 2K6

YES! I would also like to donate to the
Lake Vernon Environmental Association:
Please make a separate cheque payable to:
Lake Vernon Environmental Association
and mail it to the address above. Tax receipts
will be issued for donations of $10 or more.

SHARING THE SHORELINE

Whether you’re a full time or part time resident, a cottager or home-owner, a power-boater or kayak enthusiast, one thing we all
have in common is the shoreline we share. It is the filter for our lake and the buffer between your life on land and the health of the
lake we enjoy. Sharing the shoreline means sharing responsibility for that health. Join us in doing your part today.
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Lake Vernon Association

Annual General Meeting Minutes & News 2013
8th June, 2013. Camp Tawingo 9 am.
1. WELCOME

Ian Hastie welcomed 53 adult attendees , including
5 new members. He also welcomed guest speaker,
Alison Kirkpatrick, and Debbie Davis, Executive Director
of the Huntsville Hospital Foundation. The LVA believes
the Huntsville Hospital to be a vital component of our
mission in contributing to the health of our members and
thanked Debbie for their hard work.
In addition three children came with their parents and
were entertained (elsewhere) by two proficient teenage
child minders. Your association plans to continue to
encourage families to attend AGMs and bring their
children.

Japanese knotweed has all the harmful qualities
typical of invasive species but in addition it has
extensive rhizomes with roots so tough they can break
through concrete foundations into houses that are 60
feet away from the visible plant. In British Columbia it
has significantly affected house prices where present.
Its stems can be mistaken for bamboo.
Dog strangling vine, garlic mustard and other
invasive plant species can be spread by seed dispersal
on the fur of dogs, on muddy boots, as well as by birds,
wind and water. And garden nurseries sell some of
these plant species too.

a graduate of Trent University, who works for the
Terrestrial Invasive Species Outreach Liaison, which
is part of the Invading Species Awareness Program,
funded by MNR and the Ontario Federation of Anglers
and Hunters. She made a riveting presentation,
differentiating between alien and alien invasive species,
where the latter, the ones that should concern us, are
not only “foreign” but also have few predators, are
adaptable, reproduce fast, thrive in disturbed systems
(such as newly turned over soil), and outcompete native
species for food and habitat.
There are more invasive species in Ontario than in any
other province and in the plant kingdom more than 440
alien invasive plant species, information about which
can be found at www.invasivespecies.com. Some of
us were surprised to discover that some of our favourite
plants are invasive species, such as periwinkle and
goutweed (snow-on-the-mountain).
Some invasive species are very harmful to humans and
the environment. Giant Hogweed is arguably the most
horrible for humans, with sap that causes third degree
burns to skin once exposed to sunlight and blindness if
in contact with the eyes.

3. APPROVAL OF MInutES OF 2012 AGM
On JunE 2nD.
These minutes are posted on the LVA website. Approval
moved by Ken Sharer, seconded by Bill Marshall.

4. PRESIDEnt’S REPORt

At the Executive meeting on May 10th the following
activities were confirmed:
A. Regatta, Saturday, July 20th (Rain Date July
21st), from 11am, at Hutcheson Beach.
Elaine Rea, who has been organizing all aspects of
the regatta for 20 years, asked for extra help this year
as some of the stalwarts are unable to be there. In
particular she asked for :

Regrets for absence were received from Executive
members Gary Lintern, Vice-President and Chair
of Communications, Alan Kydd, Golf Tournament
organizer, and Don McKercher.

2. GuESt SPEAkER was Alison Kirkpatrick,

public. Guides, brochures and other information are
available from the website.

i) tables for loan or rent
In the aquatic realm, invasive species of concern are
rusty crayfish, which are larger than native species with
rusty “finger prints” on the head and black claw tips.
Spiny Waterﬂeas, 1.5 cms. long (of which 60% is
tail) have already invaded Lake Vernon. Researchers
believe them to be the greatest threat to the biodiversity
and structure of native zooplankton communities on the
Canadian Shield since acid rain. They can be spotted
as small spiny masses on fishhooks and lines. They
affect fishing by snagging equipment and reducing by
30- 40% zooplankton food supplies, food needed by
young sport fish. They breed at will because they can
reproduce alone by cloning themselves.
To control the spread, boats should be inspected before
launch to remove any animals, mud, or water. Water in
bilges, live wells, and transom wells should be drained
on land, and recreational equipment rinsed with high
pressure, hot water or dried in the sun for 5 days.
The good news for Lake Vernon is that because of
a relatively low calcium content the water does not
support shell formation of zebra mussels.
In addition to providing help in eradication, the invasive
species organization is building up a database to track
and as necessary take special measures to contain the
spread. One successful campaign was in controlling the
spread of purple loose strife mainly by the introduction
of a beetle that only feeds on purple loose strife.
If spotted, invasive species should be reported
on the hotline, 1-800-563 7711, or website, www/
invasivespecies.com. which is also set up to accept
downloaded photos of suspicious species from the

ii) a volunteer at the prize table
iii) prizes for events (local stores are burnt out by
demands for freebees in these hard economic times)
iv) ideas for a new location for the trophies, as the
Summit Centre has changed its display policies.
If anyone can help would they please contact Elaine at
705 789 7723.
There will also be a Barbecue, thanks to Ken Sharer
and his crew.
B. near Classic Golf tournament, Saturday, August
10th, at 2 pm at north Granite Ridge.
Those wishing to enter this memorable event, organized
by Alan Kydd, should contact him at 705 789 0338
or alan.kydd@cibc.ca so that he has a headcount.
Payment and registration takes place on the day,
$60 inclusive for dinner , 9 holes of golf, power cart
and taxes as well as our putting competition. (Will Bill
Marshall ever be beaten?) . Dinner only is $20.
C. Car Rally Saturday October 5th starting at
Hoodstown and ending at a restaurant on the Lake
This event is being organized by car rally experts, Trisha
and Jim Lomax. A minimum of 10 cars are required
for this event as a lot of work is involved in design
and testing of the course, and laying clues. Those not
wishing to enter the car rally can however join for dinner,
arriving by boat or car at a restaurant on the lake.
There will be a registration of $20 per car, payable in
advance when further details are available.

cont’d on page 6
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D. Environmental events
i) We applaud Linda and Peter McBirnie and Doug
and Kim Stiller for making a 15 acre donation
of significant wetland on RobinsonLake to the
Muskoka Conservancy.
ii) The high water levels have led to unusual items
being lost on the lake, from docks to boats and
even sheds. The LVA Lost and Found webpage
has benefitted many.
iii) While Deer Lake Trailer Park had met original
Town requirements as regards density and septic
systems there is nevertheless some concern
about the impact of high water levels on effluent
from the densely developed waterfront there. As
a result, the LVA plans to conduct independent
testing of the runoff as it enters the lake, along with
tests in other areas of the Lake for comparison.
iii) Five channel marker buoys were purchased by
the Town originally, of which between 1 and 3
were lost each year. Now we remove the buoys
each Fall and thanks to Joe Spiers store them on
his shoreline (luckily he spotted them floating away
by flood waters). But this year two of the concrete
anchors (and floating ropes used to find them)
have been lost. There are still two green marker
buoys to go in. This coming fall we plan to remove
not only the buoys but selective concrete
anchors too.
E. Peacock Bay Gas and Docking
Docking is planned to continue long term with new
docks installed in 2014 and upgrades to existing docks.
According to the real estate agent involved with the
development there, the land may be sold for a condo
development but this is unlikely to happen for some
time. Boat gas will be on sale there but if sales are not
sufficiently robust they may stop selling it.
Gas Hours are as follows: Till September 8th:
Monday and Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10 – noon
2–6
10 – 4
10 – 2

F. Island Property and Mainland Parking
Some concerns have been raised about the Town’s
requirement that any new island building must also have
two parking spots on the mainland.
The requirement does not exist for those with long
term boat slips at Avery Beach who may if they wish,
rent a spot for their car for about $150 for the season.
This dock project by Jan Nyqvist is closely monitored
by the Town and is in keeping with the Unity Plan.
Ian and Ken were one of the delegations objecting to
certain environmental aspects of these docks, including
there being no facilities to wash down boats on land
before launch. If there are any environmental problems
witnessed please notify the LVA (see website) or Ian
(705 789 7143)

5. Executive Reports

7. Election of Officers

A. Membership -Rob Laver
There are about 150 member families, of which 7 are
new. The LVA group propane discount is an attraction,
as it can save hundreds of dollars a year for those using
propane stored in large torpedo tanks.

Carl Heck, Past President of the LVA asked for
nominations from the floor for all the executive positions.
One was received, from Donna McNerny to co-chair the
Golf Committee. Hence, positions filled as follows:

B. Communications – Gary Lintern (read by Rob)
We came, we saw, we laughed, we wept over lost
docks and we communicated through it all. That’s the
report summary. Here are the details:
(1) We had well over 1,500 visits to the web site during
the month of high waters and Lost & Found activity.
Thanks to Shawn Gibson, our web master. And to
everyone who contributed. We’ll be reducing that
part of the site next weekend.
(2) Thanks to Martha Cepuch for once again getting
good news and important news out to association
members. We’ll have another newsletter for you in
the next few weeks - hopefully before July.
(3) We’ve had a number of requests from local
businesses regarding email addresses and
postings on our web site (commercials). So
everyone knows, we don’t hand out lists and
we don’t post ads at this point. We may allow a
few select area businesses to buy space in our
newsletter, but that’s next year’s challenge.

President

Ian Hastie

VP

Tracey Rast

Treasurer

Bill Marshall

Membership

Rob Laver and
Sondra Van Dolder

Communications

Gary Lintern

Environment

Tracey Rast and
Mar McBrien

Newsletter

Martha Cepuch

Secretary

Lesley Hastie

Regatta

Elaine Rea

Golf

Alan Kydd and
Donna McNerny

LVA representative on HLOBA Ken Sharer
Members at Large

Don McKercher and
Evelyn Funston

C. Treasurer – Bill Marshall
The current balance is $11, 701 compared with $10,
505 a year ago. Subscriptions so far this year are $5180
compared with $4455 last year.
Disbursements were as follows: $1,553 Liability
insurance, $1, 548 communications, $400 regatta,
$103 lake buoys, $500 Tawingo College bursary, $368
Shoreline Challenge Plaques, $131 Huntsville Hospital,
(putting contest donation) and finally $173 profit from
the Golf Tournament.
So overall, there is about $4000 p.a. expenditure and
$4,500 revenue from subscriptions.
D. Environmental Committee report by Tracey Rast
See her report in the newsletter.

6. Lake Vernon Environmental
Association (LVEA)
Sondra Van Dolder, Chair of this charitable, non-profit
organization, explained that it was founded in 1992 with
the purpose of raising for environmental projects of the
LVA. Please see her report in the newsletter.
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