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sharing the shoreline - Together, we
share the responsibility of preserving
the natural beauty of Lake Vernon’s
shoreline.

President’s Intro

Happy autumn, Lake Vernon residents!  In a year
with so many challenges, it has been such a
pleasure to enjoy our long and repeated bouts of
summer-like weather, hasn’t it?!  And, if you are like
me, this has afforded you many “second chances” to
complete your end-of-season chores of storing away
lake toys and clearing up the yard.

As this is the final Lake Vernon Association
newsletter for the year, we are including a summary
of the association’s environmental efforts, the results
of the first Lake Vernon View photo contest, and also
providing a preview of the some of the activities that
are planned over the course of the winter and early
spring months.  While we remain in the uncertain
time of the COVID pandemic, our plans always are
made with an invisible asterisk.

Before we get into that, I want to let you know that I
resigned from my position as President of the Lake
Vernon Association during our Fall Board meeting
(after 5 years!), and I will be handing over many of
my responsibilities to the current Vice President,
Peter May.  This change has been in the works for
the past year, despite Ian Hastie, our illustrious Past
President, proclaiming me “President for Life” (this
always makes me chuckle).  I will remain on the
Board of the LVA as Past President, and continue my
involvement on key projects and committees, as I
am still a passionate advocate for our lake
community.  What achievements have I been most
proud of during my past five years?  Modernizing our
communications to our members through facebook,
e-Newsletters, AGM slide shows, and, yes, zoom,
too.  I am also pleased to have developed positive
relationships and engagement with the Town of
Huntsville.  This is important as we continue to
witness changes that threaten the natural beauty
and heritage of our lake.  As for regrets, I can’t say
as I have any . . . other than choosing to host an in-
lake lemonade stand on an uncharacteristically cold
and rainy Canada Day - great idea, but mother
nature disagreed;)

Please join me in welcoming Peter May as our new
LVA President!  For those who don’t know Peter, his
family has lived or cottaged on Lake Vernon since
this area of Muskoka was settled - forever!
 Following his recent retirement, he has been able to
leave his home and life in Newmarket and pursue
the dream of living permanently in his re-built
cottage, along with his wonderful wife, Tracie.  They
both live at the end of Trillium Point, off of Skyhills
Road, and enjoy a beautiful view of Big Island.  

We hope that next summer will bring a resumption of
many of our normal activities, including the
opportunity to see you all in person.  In the
meantime, we hope you stay safe and healthy, and
find COVID-friendly ways to enjoy the upcoming
holiday season.

Take care,

Tracey Rast

President, Lake Vernon Association

First Vernon View Photo Contest Winners

Our 2020 Lake Vernon Association Photo Contest, our first of many more to come, was a
huge success, and we would like to thank everyone who took the time to participate!
 Through these pictures, you captured the beauty that surrounds us as well as the genuine
fun and enjoyment that are experienced on our lake.  Although we can only have three
winners, one for each category, everyone is truly a winner in their own right.  Each of the
three category winners will be contacted directly and arrangements will be made to award
their prize of a $75.00 Gift Certificate for Algonquin Outfitters.  The list of winners and
runners-up, along with all the submissions will be published on our LVA website for your
viewing  enjoyment.  Thanks again for participating, and we look forward to repeating this
contest in 2021! 

Category:  LAKE VERNON SHORELINES
Winner: Deb Jestin
Photo:  Moon Rising over Lake Vernon

First Runner Up:  Rich Trenholm
Photo:  Purple Sky

Second Runner Up: Ian Gerrie
Photo:  Sunset Reflections

Category:  FUN ON YOUR SHORELINE
Winner:  Doug Bennett
Photo:  Waterskiing at Sunset

First Runner Up:  Alicia MacMillan
Photo:  Skiing Trio

Second Runner Up:   April Merkley
Photo:  Water Spray

Category:  LOCAL WILDLIFE
Winner: Carol Milne
Photo:  Bird with Prey 

First Runner Up:  Marshall Platt 
Photo:  Squirrel Sunning 

Second Runner Up:  April Merkley
Photo:  Water Spray

Winter Fun on Lake Vernon

Just because the season of boating, swimming, and barbecues has ended, does not mean
that the fun needs to stop.  And, in a year such as this, it is critically important to have things
to look 
forward to!  So, to help make your winter season on Lake Vernon even more enjoya-ble, the
LVA Board is in the early planning phase for two “events” for your enjoyment.  Since we are in
the early stages, we would like to receive input from you, that will help make these events
great.  

Please contact us with your ideas, requests, etc. at president@lake-vernon.ca

Lake Vernon Winterlude
Timing:  February 13-15, 2021 (to be confirmed)
Format:  Bonfire and banter
We are planning to host a bonfire along the shore of the lake, and invite members to join us
for hot chocolate, marshmallows, hotdogs, and conversation.  But this is only the beginning.
 We can also plan for additional activities involving snowshoes, polar bear shoes (like
horseshoes but in the snow), snow frisbee, kite sailing, and more!  What would you and your
family enjoy?  If this is something that interests you, let us know at president@lake-vernon.ca

Winter Wake-Up
Timing:  TBD
Format:  zoom meeting
We are finding it increasingly challenging to cover all of the necessary business as well as
some educational/interesting topics during our annual AGM.  As a solution to this, we are
going to test out, via zoom, a series of sessions that will introduce topics of interest to you,
our lake neighbours.  There are a number of celeb-worthy individu-als living on Lake Vernon
that would love to share with us their unique life experienc-es.  Also, Muskoka is home to
many environmental subject matter experts; we will se-lect one or two to present details on
their latest and greatest initiatives.

Stay tuned for more details . . . 

So Many Ways to Connect With the LVA

We recently closed the Lake Vernon Association P.O. Box as our LVA members and partners
have made the move to electronic communications.  The closure also helps to save us
money and the time - and carbon footprint - required to physically check our mailbox on a
regular basis.  Not to worry, though, as we still have many ways to reach out and ask a
question, make a suggestion, or offer help. Connecting with the LVA is as easy as 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5.

1:  Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/LakeVernonAssociation
With almost 450 followers, our facebook page lets you catch up on
the latest news, send us a message or create a post to share 
information with people around the lake.

2:  Email
lva@lake-vernon.ca OR president@lake-vernon.ca
We recently moved our communications, files, and images to a
cloud-based Google suite.  This ensures that information is easily
made available to new Board Members and is not at risk of being lost on
an individual’s personal computer.

3:  Website
http://www.lake-vernon.ca
On our website, you can sign up/renew your membership, learn about upcoming events,
discover the latest news, and check out conditions through our webcam.

4:  Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/lakevernonassociation/ (lakevernonassociation)
Our instagram page is growing, with 133 followers.  You can peruse gorgeous pictures taken
from around the lake or post pictures on the page by tagging them with
#lakevernonassociation.  You can also use the message facility to contact us regarding
anything photographic or pictoral.  

5:  Twitter
https://twitter.com/Lake_Vernon (@Lake_Vernon)
We are slowly increasing followers on our twitter account.  If you are a twitterer, please follow
us for the latest news and information.

German Island, Heuser Island, SugarPlum Island, Island B
Contributed by Susan Bradley

When Peter May asked me to do this story about our island I was pleased but then reacted “
Does that mean I am so old that I can tell stories?”.   I realize that there is some truth to the
question as I began to think about how our family became regular visitors to Lake Vernon.   In
1944, my family made its first sojourn to the Rowan’s cottages on the advice of my maternal
grandfather who had discovered the Rowans after a visit with a fishing buddy to the adjoining
property, Red Deer.  As my father was a school teacher we could always have holidays in the
summer and both my parents enjoyed fishing so we very quickly began to think of this as our
summer place.  Phyllis and John and all the kids became friends whom we looked forward to
seeing every summer.   Soon we met the Keevils who also were part of our summer
activities.   Boating in those days consisted of a small motor on the back of red wooden boats
that really hummed across the water.  Because our family spent most evenings fishing we
would travel along the east side of what we called “German Island” en route to “the narrows”.
 I don’t think I ever asked why it was called German Island but presumed it was because the
Heusers were German.  We quite cavalierly picnicked on the adjoining island always referred
to by us as “Haystack” not really understanding that it belonged to the Heusers.  Some
referred to it as Breakfast Island.  

The islands were originally owned by one of the May family who may have acquired them for
the mining rights.  These rights were not sold when the Heusers bought the islands and it is
not clear who owns those rights now.  The Heusers acquired the islands in 1932 and had the
existing cabin towed over on the ice.  We understand that It was originally a hunting cabin but
have not been able to discover its original location.  The Heusers had four sons and a maid
and so the boat house was a housing necessity.  When the father died, the sons shared in
using the cabin in the summer.  Many lived out of the country but often came back.  When we
purchased the cabin in 1985 it was being used largely by Klaus and Mignonne Heuser and
their daughter.  Klaus served in the Canadian Air Force during WW 2 and told stories of being
morbidly afraid that if he were captured by the enemy he would have been shot.  Mignonne
had been engaged to a Canadian soldier, a friend of Klaus’, who was killed in the war.  Klaus
and Mignonne eventually came to own a lodge in Vermont, USA but managed to spend
several weeks each summer on the island.

We had been visiting my brother and his wife, John and Jan Pierce on their island when he
pointed out that the islands were for sale.  Although my husband, Michael, had spent little
time in Muskoka he didn’t need much convincing and so we became the proud owners of
what is now simply labelled Island B.  Our kids enjoyed the swimming and wind surfing and
our eldest and her family now have their own cottage on the South side of the island. 

The Heuser’s clearly made additions as have we over the years.  With Rick Keevil’s help we
have been able to improve and enlarge the kitchen and rebuilt the boathouse while
maintaining the original architecture and charm of cabin living.  The property is now a
“managed forest” with trails maintained for walking.  We have had deer, moose, bears and
wolves as well as porcupines, raccoons and hawks as visitors.

The boat hanging in the rafters lay upside down for many years until I refinished it.   It was
said to be the fastest boat of its day on the lake at one time.  In those days boat travel into
town was a normal mode of transportation and sometimes included rowing.

Picture courtesy of Daniel Gibson, Skyhills Photography

Holiday Gift Giving Ideas

The chilly season is upon us, which means it’s time to start thinking about holiday gift giving. 
No matter if you're shopping for your family, friends, neighbours, or just treating yourself,
these affordable Lake Vernon Association holiday gifts are ideal for anyone on your list!  

Pair a few wine glasses/tumblers with a bottle of wine or select a few beer steins/mugs to
offer with some of your favourite craft beer.  A set of glasses will be a memorable gift that is
sure to add a bit of holiday cheer!  We have heard that you can even use them for water;)
 Each item has “Lake Vernon” and a loon etched on the glass.  Did we mention that our high
quality glass products are locally-sourced, helping to support the regional economy.

Lake Vernon Glass Gift Items and Pricing (includes tax)

·    Stemmed or stemless wine glasses: $12 each (stemless glass works well as a water
glass)
·    Beer steins or beer mugs:  $20 each

How to order:  email lva@lake-vernon.ca with your request

Pickup:  Huntsville only (to be arranged)

Be sure to order before December 10th to ensure that we have sufficient inventory!

Environmental Committee update - Fall 2020

Lake Quality testing - 2020

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Lake Partner Program, which assists volunteers in testing
lake quality parameters, was not able to complete the Spring water sampling this year.  This
means that we do not have current results for the levels of calcium, phosphorus and chloride
in our lake.  The Dorset Environmental Science Centre, which is responsible for testing, is
presently open and we will continue to communicate with the centre to ensure that this
important scientific measures of the health of our lake continues into the future.  
Doug Jagger, however, was able to continue to complete secchi disc readings to determine
the clarity of the water in our lake.  According to Doug’s results, there was a decrease in
water clarity in 2020, at each of the monitoring stations.  This does, however, fit into a seven-
year cycle he has observed over the past ~30 years.

Legend:  SW1:  west side of Big Island; SW2:  between Gallaugher Island and Camp
Wabanaki; SW3:  mouth of Big East River; SW4:  Peacock Bay; SW5:  mouth of Hoodstown
Rapids

Mar McBrien has received support for the fundraising arm of the Lake Vernon Association to
receive training in benthics (or aquatic bugs) identification in 2021.  This will ensure that we
have our own in-house expert to help us identify the aquatic bugs which are an important
indicator of lake health.  Our plan is to extend testing to a new site on the lake and to once
again involve local students, when that becomes possible again.

Invasive Species, Lake Vernon and Fishing Derbies

Although testing for the invasive species program was also placed on hold during COVID-19,
Carolyn Gould of the Environmental Committee continued to connect with other organizations
about the impact of invasive species on our lake.  Two species of concern on our lake are the
spiny water flea and a  new invasive snail species, the Chinese mystery snail.  Both species
compete with native species for food and can affect water clarity.

Concern was also raised about the potential of introducing invasive species to our lake during
local fishing derbies.  The Town of Huntsville has agreed to distribute handouts re: how to
prevent the spread of invasive species to all participants in local fishing derbies.  In the
meantime, here is what you can do to prevent the spread of invasive species:
1.    Wash your bathing suit in hot water.
2.    Inspect your boat and dispose of all plants and mud at least 30 metres from the water,
when moving between lakes.
3.    Drain water from the motor, live well, bilge and transom wells while on land.
4.    Do not release live bait.
5.    Rinse your boat and equipment with hot water, along with hard-to-clean fishing
equipment and nets.

Products to Remove Aquatic Vegetation

A work permit from the MNRF is always required before removing aquatic vegetation or
depositing anything in the water to remove aquatic vegetation.  The Environmental
Committee has been concerned about local publications advertising products such as aquatic
weed mowers and sludge pellets.  Aquatic plants protect the shoreline against wave action
and prevent erosion. They are a food source for some mammals, nesting grounds for many
waterfowl species and an important habitat for fish and insects.

Vernon Ventures

This year, we organized a biweekly get together of paddlers, called Vernon Ventures, to
explore different areas of our lake.  Destinations included Lost Lake, the land trusts of the Big
East River delta and Robinson Lake and the historic but compromised portage between Lake
Vernon and Fox Lake.  We’re looking forward to offering this program again next year!  Check
our facebook page and website for updates in 2021.

New Members

We have been fortunate to welcome two new members who joined the Environmental
Committee.  Carolyn Gould has been a consistent advocate for reducing the impact of
invasive species on our lake and has officially joined the committee.  Welcome, also, to
Kevin Laframboise, an environmental engineer and new resident who will be reviewing
zoning changes or minor variances that affect the lake.

Town of Huntsville’s Proposed Community Planning Permit System

You may not be familiar with the Community Planning Permit System, but you soon will be!
 The Town of Huntsville is currently working on a CPP initiative that will replace the existing
bylaws regarding zoning, site plan control, variances, and the regulation of vegetation
removal and site alteration.  Although only two communities in Ontario have CPP systems in
place, the Lake of Bays and Innisfil, the objective is to make development planning clearer,
and hopefully, simpler, while including site alteration restrictions that are currently lacking. 

Though delayed due to COVID, the project officially commenced in September of this year,
and is expected for completion in May 2021.  Richard Clark, Manager of Planning will be
working with consultants, Dillon Consulting, to engage with the public and stakeholders and
develop the draft CPP for Huntsville (see timeline below).

The Lake Vernon Association will be providing input to this initiative on our collective behalf,
with most of this occurring in January - March 2021, but there will also be opportunities for
you to have your say.  In addition to an online survey available on the Town’s website later
this year, you can also sign up for their e=newsletter updates and attend the planned open
houses.  We will keep you informed through our social media channels as more information is
available.

For more information, you can check out the project overview at:  
https://huntsvilleon.civicweb.net/document/39357/Community%20Planning%20Permit%20By-
law%20-%20Final%20Work%20P.pdf?handle=D5C5DD6B62984A82A062CF2B309727AF

Fall 2020 LVA Executive Meeting Minutes

The Fall 2020 LVA Executive Meeting Minutes can be found here for your viewing.

eNewsletter and Other Articles

FOCA July 2020 - Article here.

Muskoka Watershed October 2020 - Article here.

FOLLOW us on
Instagram for the latest
pics from the lake.

Check out the LVA web
site for updates, the
Lake Plan, event details,
etc.

LIKE our Facebook
page and encourage
others to LIKE our page
as well!
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