
    RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ASKED BY THE VERNON LAKE ASSOCIATION 

             Hugh Mackenzie – Candidate for Mayor, Town of Huntsville.  

1. Q:  What does your vision look like for a sustainable future of the Town? 

A:  A recent article in the Huntsville Forester, by Huntsville resident Andrea Smith, 

reminded us that the ability of the natural environment to provide us the services we 

need, (e.g. clean lakes and rivers, healthy wetlands that purify and control water 

levels, forests that moderate temperatures and purify the air we breathe) is finite. We 

can have a sustainable community in Huntsville if we balance environmental 

protection with moderate, controlled growth that provides a thriving and robust 

economy and the lifestyle that all people who live in Muskoka deeply value, whether 

they are here seasonally or permanently.  A sustainability Committee under my 

leadership as Mayor, will have both the encouragement and the tools they require to 

work toward and promote a sustainable future for Huntsville. 

 

2. Q: What do you feel are some of the most pressing concerns in the Huntsville 

Watershed today?   

A: Weather extremes such as ice storms, severe and prolonged rainfalls, heavy snow 

loads and the extreme flooding that usually follows, are placing unprecedented stress 

on our infrastructure of roads, bridges, water and sewer facilities. Muskoka’s forests 

have suffered significant damage from those events as well and are also stressed by 

our changing climate. The quality of water in our lakes and rivers is threatened by an 

increase of hardened surfaces within our urban communities and along our water 

bodies. As mayor, I will work with our Council, our Sustainability Committee,  the 

Muskoka Watershed Council, the Muskoka Conservancy and senior levels of 

government, to develop a strategy to tackle those issues and implement initiatives 

that will help us both adapt to the new realities we face and mitigate the causes.  I 

have decades of experience in dealing with all levels of government and I will put this 

experience to work on behalf of these most important issues.  

 

3. Q:  How should the Sustainability Committee prioritize the many components of the 

Unity Plan for Huntsville? Would additional citizens of the Town be engaged? 

A: Let me deal with the second part first. I have always been a strong proponent of 

public consultation and we utilized it extensively and effectively during the time I 

served as Mayor. Accordingly, I would not only advocate public representation from 

all sectors of our community, I would also encourage public consultation on important 

decisions related to the Unity Plan before implementation. 



 As to prioritizing, the many components of the Unity Plan, I am not aware of how 

much of this has been accomplished during the past four years. However, as I 

understand it, the Sustainability Committee has divided the Unity Plan 

recommendations into three categories, depending on the size and cost of the 

initiative. Some of the “low hanging fruit” has been dealt with, but there still remains 

much to be done.  If elected, I would encourage the Sustainability Committee to 

prioritize all recommendations in the Unity Plan along with projected timelines for 

implementation and budget considerations and I would ask them to do this with full 

public consultation. In addition, I understand that some of the recommendations  in 

the Unity Plan require initiation from stakeholder groups rather than Council. I will ask 

the Sustainability Committee to continue to work with these groups to help them get 

started. We will appoint a Chair of the Sustainability Committee who is fully 

committed to the process I have outlined.  

 

4. Q: What do you think should be the relationship between the Lake Vernon Association 

and the Town of Huntsville?  

A: I believe that a strong and consultative association between the Town and all Lake 

and Cottage Associations in Huntsville is extremely important and the results can be 

very effective.  As an example of this, the formation of the Huntsville Lakes Council to 

co-ordinate Lake Plans to be included in the Official Plan was a joint initiative of our 

Council when I was Mayor, along with representatives of the Lake communities. 

Cottage Associations, Lake Associations Ratepayer groups and other local 

organizations should  be essential partners with the Town as we work together to   

resolve mutual challenges.  I have a substantial  record of involving and working with 

people I represent and I look forward to a strong and collaborative relationship with 

the Lake Vernon Association.  

 

5. Q:   How committed are you to night sky conservation in Huntsville?  Would you 

support a stronger more detailed by-law than what exists now? (e.g. the recent Lake 

of Bays Bylaw.)  

A:  Our proximity to Algonquin Park, one of Canada’s premier provincial parks, makes 

it essential that Huntsville actively supports and encourages dark sky friendly lighting 

to the highest degree possible, remembering that different circumstances exist in 

urban areas than they do in rural  areas. I would support a stronger and more detailed 

bylaw and will welcome the views of all stakeholders involved.   

 

 

 



6. Q: What commitment will you make to better manage development on the Lakes?  

(bylaws applications with robust enforcement re shorelines, tree removal and septic 

systems. )  

A: Managing development involves a number of strategies and approaches including  

clear communication to developers as to what will and will not fly here.  That is why 

part of my Ten Point Plan calls for an “action oriented” Environmental Plan for the 

Town of Huntsville where all environmental concerns, initiatives, regulations, 

penalties and enforcement can be seen in a single policy document. My strategy is to 

promote and develop an environmental ethic throughout our community that wil l 

protect our natural integrity, for the enjoyment and well being of all residents. We will 

review all current bylaws related to shore lines, tree removal and septic systems to 

ensure that they meet the appropriate and current standards of environmental 

integrity and to upgrade them if they do not meet this test.  

 

7. Q: What do you believe are the responsibilities of the Town as regards to funding 

capital needs of the Huntsville Hospital? 

A:  This is a difficult question to answer but the bottom line for me, is that with the  

exception of contributing to community campaigns for capital equipment at our 

hospital, major capital and operating needs for our hospital, are the responsibility of 

the Province and the Federal Government and we should hold their feet to the fire. In 

my view we already pay taxes for quality health care facilities in our community and 

we should insist on them. Operating or Capital funding for hospitals is a slippery slope 

and I believe we should resist the erosion of that responsibility to local governments 

from the provincial and federal levels. This is not an easy issue. Local and District 

governments are being subjected to increasing pressure not only to support the 

Muskoka Algonquin Health Care facilities, but also larger regional hospitals such as 

Barrie and Newmarket.  It is an issue that must be addressed but can only be 

addressed through negotiations and discussions with those with the constitutional 

responsibility for funding health care services. Let me be clear. There is nothing more  

important to the Huntsville community than a strong and effective health care facility. 

Our job as a Council is to ensure that Huntsville continues to have the parameters of a 

strong, vibrant and welcoming community that by definition, would require up to date 

and effective health care facilities. That is part of the fibre of a healthy community. 

We will be the chief advocates for continuing and improved health care in Huntsville.  

I have much more hands on experience than any other candidate in working with our 

hospital and with both levels of government on health care issues. If elected, I will 

work with our health care partners at Algonquin Health Care and together we will find 

solutions to maintain high standards of available heath care in Huntsville.    



         

      

 

 


